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Camden Jobtrain Mock Election

Labour MP Glenda Jackson joined representatives from the Conservative and Green parties for the inaugural Camden Jobtrain mock election on Wednesday 23d October. It was organised to give students the opportunity to meet and question political representatives as well as gaining an understanding of the processes involved in voting. Many students involved in the citizenship programme had expressed an interest in voting in local and general elections but felt disempowered as they had little knowledge about the political parties.

Despite a generally cynical attitude from the students leading up to the event, over a hundred crammed in to the canteen for the lunchtime event, breaking all attendance expectations. To make the election as realistic as possible each student received an official poll card and the Jobtrain building was temporarily turned into a polling station.

The representatives gave a series of impassioned speeches on the nature of politics, the ideals of their parties, and the need for all people to be involved in the political process as well as answering a range of challenging questions taken from the students. Many contentious issues were raised, including the legalisation of Cannabis, the current terrorist situation around the world, and the lack of interest young people show in politics. One student asked the panel to share their views on the effect and influence Britain and America have around the world, in particular the apparent leniency shown towards many countries with appalling human rights records. This sparked of an interesting debate that will be carried on in the Citizenship sessions.

The students were then given the opportunity to vote for the party they felt best represented their views, opinions and needs. The event successfully bought politics to young people who traditionally don't have the opportunity to get involved in this type of debate. It showed that many young people have an excellent (often hidden!) knowledge of current affairs, and gave the politicians a chance to hear the concerns of the young vote. All of the political participants have offered to come and work with the students in the future, hopefully building on the excellent foundations of the event.

The results in full: ‑

72% of students chose to vote

35%

Green party ‑ Adrian Oliver

26 %

Labour ‑ Glenda Jackson

25%

None of the above

14% 

Conservative ‑ Gareth Knight

 agency

Post-16 Citizenship Development Programme
teaching/learning activity – mock election
1. Background Information 
Camden Jobtrain provides work‑based training for young people with additional needs. It is a first round project with over 100 NVQ students attending regular sessions as part of the citizenship programme. The mock election was organised to give our students the opportunity to be a part of a realistic political process. Less than 1 % of eligible students at Jobtrain voted in the last election and fewer than 10% had any knowledge of the policies and ethos of the main political parties, so this was a vital part of their citizenship learning.

2. Target Audience (Level etc) 
Entry level ‑ level 2 16‑19 NVQ students.

3. Aims of Activity 
To introduce students to the concept and processes of elections, voting, and political representation. To question and debate relevant issues. To gain a knowledge of main political parties. To encourage future political participation.

4. Organisation/Resources:

Election paraphernalia (posters, ballot box, refreshments etc.)

Staff ‑ returning officer, registrar, stewards etc.

Names and addresses of political parties.

Suitable venue (we used the canteen)

ACTIVITY

Stage 1: 

It was Important that the students had a realistic experience, so it was decided to invite professional representatives from the parties, rather than ask students to take on political roles. The first step was to invite speakers to take part in the event. This involved contacting the local branches of the Labour, Conservative, Lib Dern and Green parties. We targeted our local MID (Glenda Jackson) to headline the event, as her involvement would give credibility and encourage the involvement of other groups.

It was decided that it would be best to hold the event at lunchtime, as this meant that the students would not miss any study time.

Stage 2:

The event had to be well publicised and have the backing of the tutors. We created colourful posters in the style of a boxing event (in the red corner/ blue corner etc.), as well as giving an explanation sheet to the tutors. This ensured that there was adequate time to prepare the students and organise transport etc.

Stage 3:

The week before the event was used to ensure the students had an understanding of the aims of the day, and give them an opportunity to discuss issues they felt should be raised. We also practised questioning techniques (concise questions, counter questioning etc.). The representatives were contacted and briefed (level of students, aims of day, matedals needed etc.) and the local press informed.

Stage 4:

As most of the students had never seen a polling card or voting slip it was important to make them as realistic as possible, as this familiarity would encourage participation in the general/ local elections. Every student had a personalised polling card, which had to be handed in on the day of the election. We contacted the local council and borrowed a ballot box, again to make the event as realistic as possible.

Stage 5:
On the day of the event the canteen was turned in to a meeting hall/ polling centre. We provided refreshments (fizzy drinks, crisps, sandwiches etc.) for the students, as they were giving up their lunchtime and would not have a chance to eat. Each student had to hand in their polling card to be registered for voting. We had planned for the whole event to take 1–2hours, so it was crucial to stick to a pre-planned timetable.
The event ran as follows ‑

	Introductions and main aims explanation
	5 min.

	Introduction of party ethos and policies from representatives
	5-7min. each

	Questions from students
	35 min.

	Polling
	25 min.

	Results from retuming officer and feedback
	5 min.


Stage 6:

Follow up work continued for a week after the event to ensure that the experience became embedded. An important activity was examining and clarifying the words used by the representatives that were previously unknown to the students (suffragettes, proportional representation, etc.). The students gave feedback to the representatives on their style of delivery, vocabulary and attitude.

We also evaluated the promotional material left by the representatives, and used this for further discussion and topic material.
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