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Entry 3: Reading
Module: Activities at work
Module aims

Main aim
We are learning terms used about different activities at work.
Other learning aims
We are learning:

· To read instructions
· The names of pests and pesticides
Module: Activities at work
Aim: We are learning terms used about different activities at work.

[image: image43.jpg]




Read this text.
	Pruning trees
Tools you need: Sharp secateurs or loppers 

What to do:

· 
Free-standing fruit trees, such as those grown in an orchard should be pruned when they are dormant, in winter. Trained trees, such as standards, espaliers, cordons, pyramids and fans should be pruned in late August or early September.

· 
Remove the dead, dying and diseased branches, then look for branches that are crossing over each other and remove them.

· 
Cut out branches that are growing into the centre of the tree, as this prevents sunlight from reaching it.

· 
If the tree is has reached the desired height, then cut back the leaders (the new growth at the tip of each branch) by about two-thirds.

· 
A few fruit trees are tip-bearers. This means that their fruit grows mainly at the ends of longer sideshoots. If your tree is a tip-bearer, cut out some older sideshoots in winter to make way for younger ones.



Task 1

Read the first bullet point about different ways of growing trees. Can you label the different types of trees?
	standard
	espalier
	cordon
	pyramid
	Fan
	free-standing
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We are learning language about sowing plants.

	What you need:

· 
Fork

· 
General-purpose fertilizer

· 
Silver sand

· 
Label and marker pen or pencil

· 
Horticultural fleece, plastic sheet or cloche

· 
Hoe

· 
Organic matter such as compost

· 
Watering can

· 
Seeds

	What to do

· 
Fork over the site around three weeks before sowing then remove weeds with a hoe as they emerge.

· 
If the ground is still cold and wet, cover it with fleece or plastic two weeks in advance to warm the soil.

· 
Prepare your seedbed by digging in organic matter then add fertilizer and rake the surface free of stones.

· 
Choose your sowing style, in drills or broadcast.

· 
Drills are most common for outdoor sowing, especially vegetables: create a drill with a hoe or cane and water it, sow the seeds along it evenly then cover and label.

· Thin seedlings as soon as they are large enough to handle.


Key vocabulary
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	fork
	
	watering can
	
	seeds
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	hoe
	
	sowing broadcast
	
	sowing in drills
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	silver sand and compost
	
	fleece
	
	seeds labels



Task 2: Fill in the verbs

Cam sowed annual flower seeds yesterday. His supervisor asks him to describe what he did. Write the verbs from the description in the gaps. Remember that they should be in the past tense.

	1.
Maya and I ____________ over the site three weeks ago.

	2.
As the ground __________ still quite cold and we expected rain, we 
_____________ it with fleece.

	3.
Yesterday I  ______________ any weeds that ________  left.

	4.
I ____________ in lots of compost then ______________ fertilizer and 
_____________ the surface.

	5.
I _________________ several drills with my hoe, then ____________ them.

	6.
After I _______________ the seeds along the drills, I ___________ and _
__________ each one.



Task 3: Label the tools and equipment

These are some of the tools and equipment for pruning trees and sowing seeds.  Write the name of the tool under it. The first one is an example.
	hoe
	rake
	secateurs
	fork
	fleece
	loppers
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Pesticides

Aim: We are learning the names of pests and pesticides.

People working in agriculture and horticulture need to know about pests and ways of dealing with them. There are many ways to control pests. One way is to use pesticides.

	What are pesticides?

The term ‘pesticide' covers a range of products that are used to control pests. Slug pellets, ant powder, weed killers, rat and mouse baits are all pesticides. 

Types of pesticide include:

· 
insect killers (insecticides)

· 
mould and fungi killers (fungicides)

· 
weed killers (herbicides)

· 
slug pellets (molluscicides)

· 
plant growth regulators

· 
bird and animal repellents, and

· 
rat and mouse killers (rodenticides)

Pesticides are not just chemicals. They include a very large range of different types of products. Some are natural (e.g. pyrethrums, obtained from chrysanthemums), while many are altered versions of natural chemicals. 

Pesticides, whether they are natural or chemical, must be handled with care as they can harm people, plants, animals and the environment.  Many farmers and plant growers try to avoid chemical pesticides.  

The next task is to help you remember the purpose of different types of pesticide.
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Task 4: Types of pesticides

Not all the pesticides in the list kill. There are two that do not kill. Which ones are they? Write them in the boxes.

	1.
	
	2.


Task 5: Pest control

Which pesticide do you use to control these pests? Write the name of the pest in the right column. The first one is an example.
	cutworm
	ragwort
	mice
	mildew
	root rot

	snail
	aphids
	blackspot
	fruit moth
	slug

	rats
	spear thistle
	mole
	dock


	fungicide
	
	
	

	herbicide
	
	
	

	insecticide
	
	
	

	molluscicide
	
	
	

	rodenticide
	
	
	


How did you get on?

Module 3: Activities at work answers

Task 1 answers
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	free standing tree in an orchard
	
	standard
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	espalier
	
	cordon
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	fan
	
	pyramid


Task 2 answers
	1.
Maya and I forked over the site three weeks ago.

	2.
As the ground was still quite cold and we expected rain, we covered it with 
fleece.

	3.
Yesterday I removed any weeds that were left.

	4.
I dug in lots of compost then added fertilizer and raked the surface.

	5.
I created several drills with my hoe, then watered them.

	6.
After I sowed the seeds along the drills, I covered and labelled each one.


Task 3 answers
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	secateurs
	
	fleece
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	fork
	
	rake
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	loppers
	
	hoe


Task 4 answers
	1.
bird and animal repellents
	
	2.
plant growth regulators


Task 5 answers
	fungicide
	blackspot
	mildew
	root rot

	herbicide
	dock
	ragwort
	spear thistle

	insecticide
	cutworm
	aphids
	fruit moth

	molluscicide
	slug
	snail
	

	rodenticide
	mice
	mole
	rat








�Agriculture





Key words


desired height	the height you want the plant to be


diseased 		damaged by a plant illness	


dormant		not growing 


orchard		an area of land where fruit trees grow


pruning		to cut off unnecessary branches from a tree, bush or plant, so 				that it will grow better 


sideshoots		new growth on either side of a branch or stem








Word check


–icide is a suffix that tells you the word is the name of something that kills a particular person or thing.








