
Benefits of targeted reading developm
ent sessions for Level 1 learners

C
ontext

There are students on Level 1 vocational 
courses w

ho cannot read or w
rite sim

ple 
sentences  but are still able to com

plete 
their course w

ithout these vital skills ever 
being identified or addressed.  Study Plus 
additional learning support tutors have 
the rem

it to w
ork w

ith learners w
ith these 

particular literacy support needs and this 
project w

as aim
ed at developing students’ 

reading skills using a structured phonics 
based program

m
e then finding out  w

hat 
difference this m

ade.

W
hat w

e d
id

To identify these students m
ore accurately 

w
e used W

ordchains, a standardised 
assessm

ent of reading focussing on decoding 
skills at w

ord level, in addition to the BK
SB 

com
puter based initial assessm

ent tool.  

W
ord chains assessm

ent placed 60/138 Level 
1 students at Stanine 1 or 2.   25  students 
w

ere identified for intervention after further 
interview

 and assessm
ent. 

W
e then offered phonics based reading 

tuition on a one to one basis, once or tw
ice a 

w
eek.

Feed
b

ack m
ethod

s
1:1 interview

s w
ith all students w

ho had 
com

pleted a m
inim

um
 of 6  sessions.

Interview
s w

ith Level 1 vocational and 
functional skills Tutors (17 in total) 
Q

uestionnaire and group discussion w
ith 5 

Study Plus tutors. 

Literature review
 ind

icates 
that:
“..literacy is im

portant for progression in 
college / into em

ploym
ent” 

Source: D
EM

O
S

“..system
atic phonics teaching  in colleges 

is rare, despite the fact this know
ledge is 

necessary to develop literacy” 

Source: O
FSTED
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Find
ing

s: 

Streng
ths of the p

roject: 

W
here d

o w
e g

o from
 here? 

W
hat the 

stud
ents 

said
:
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