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	Speak or Write?
	Spoken and written language are very different: we typically don’t speak in full sentences, or follow the grammar of written English. The links in the next column explore some of the differences.
	http://www2.wmin.ac.uk/eic/learning-skills/literacy/sp_vs_writ_dif.shtml

	Writing
	Writing, like reading, is a huge subject: it is a good idea to first get a very clear idea of the type of writing your learner intends to undertake, and then to find resources targeted at exactly that type of writing. ‘Frames’, which show the basic features of a type of writing, are very useful.
	BBC Skillswise writing frame materials:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise/factsheet/en12plan-l1-f-using-a-writing-frame
Some excellent writing ‘frames’ from the primary school curriculum:
http://writingframes.parkfieldprimary.com

	Reading
	As with writing, this is a big subject. But a key factor is motivation - we read much better when we want to read, and when we want or need to discover what the text can tell us. There are lots of sub-skills involved in reading - if learners are clear about their purpose for reading something, they are more likely to apply the correct reading skills. 
	British Council ESOL resources on reading:https://esol.britishcouncil.org/content/learners/skills/reading-3

Nexus materials for reading in prison settings and the 6 book challenge:
http://esol.britishcouncil.org/content/teachers/teaching-english-work/offender-learning/developing-reading-skills-prison

Adult reading resources:
http://readingagency.org.uk/adults/

	Tense
	using the correct tense may not always be the most important consideration (English is very flexible in this regard), but it can be helpful to understand how the tense system works, and what tenses tend to be used in different types of tense. (E.g. narratives and stories tend to be written in past, although sometimes we will tell a story in the present for more ‘impact’).
	http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar/verbs/

	Structure 
	As well as sentence grammar,  different types of text are organised in larger ‘discourse’ grammars. For example, an anecdote has a different overall structure to a witness statement.
	Creative narrative writing:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english/creativewriting/narrativewriting1.shtml

	Format
	Deciding on the format of the challenge may have a huge impact on learner motivation: for some learners, and depending on resources available, a voice recording, or a powerpoint with spoken commentary may be more engaging than a dry piece of writing.
	http://www.emergingedtech.com/2012/12/add-voice-over-to-powerpoint-presentations-in-5-easy-steps/

	Words
	Specialist vocabulary  - e.g. gardening language  - may require a little research. Some of this could be turned into a task for a learner: for instance they could be asked to make a list of gym machinery, gardening tools, kitchen implements, and verbs associated with them (e.g. ‘raking the lawn’).
	Dictionary and Thesaurus resource:
http://www.collinsdictionary.com

	Tone
	Formality is just one aspect of ‘tone’, and this is an area where learner identity is a big factor. Learners may feel uncomfortable using language they feel is ‘not them’.  It’s a good idea to explore these aspects of language with learners, and to encourage them to draw on their own experiences.
	Very interesting discussion:https://www.etprofessional.com/the-perils-of-categorising-formal-and-informal-language-is-and-more-formal-than-nontheless.aspx

	Your word
	Language and identity are very closely linked, and we express who we are through what we say and how we say it. Whatever challenge a  learner takes on, they will need to find some way to express their own identity through it.
	Favourite words:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/magazine/7659954.stm

Identity:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/yoursay/language_and_identity.shtml

	Sound
	Voices - accents, dialects, tonal qualities -  are also very part of our identity. Our histories, cultures, experiences and social networks all play a part in our preferences for particular vocal sounds.
	Accent and identity:
http://englishagenda.britishcouncil.org/seminars/accent-and-identity-prejudice-and-insecurity

UK favourite accents:
http://www.heart.co.uk/photos/celebrity-photos/uk-favourite-accents/

	Stops
	Punctuation is an important area of grammar - it often makes more sense to learners when they can relate punctuation to meaning, rather than just form, and to features of spoken language too, such as pausing for effect, volume etc.
	http://dictionary.cambridge.org/grammar/british-grammar/punctuation

	Describe
	Learners may need to spend some time considering what is worth describing, and what is not: over-description can be as bad as no description! But it can be helpful o understand how adjectives and adverbs, for example can be formed.
	Very concise grammar resource:
http://www.edufind.com/english-grammar/english-grammar-guide/

	Audience 
	It is really important to consider exactly who the audience for any text is - it is worth spending quite a lot of time on this, and to also try to ensure that the text will have a real world audience of some sort (even if it is only one other person),
	Great resource - analysing a literacy practice (includes audience and identity)

http://www.lancaster.ac.uk/lflfe/publications/pubsdocs/LfLFE%20Framework%20from%20booklet.pdf

	Research
	Finding something out - learning something - should be a key part of engaging with the challenge. It could be something factual, linguistic, or relational; for example, what other people think about a particular subject.
	
https://www.surveymonkey.com/mp/writing-survey-questions/

	Visual
	Modern communication is becoming increasingly visual, with words and images often combining to make meaning, as in webpages, video, graphic novels and comics etc. Developing skills of combining words and images would be very useful indeed for most learners.
	Cartoon strip template:

https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/comic-strip-template-6173017

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/comic/

	Publish
	As with the issue of ‘audience’ above, it would make the challenge highly motivational if there could be some way to publish the final outcome, e.g. through prison radio, a publication, shared through this project, or through recorded media of some sort. 
	Proofreading tips
http://www.interactivetraining.co.uk/proofreading-tips.html
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