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Discussion Points!!

When was the last time you took a decision? Did you decide by yourself? Were you part of a group who came to a joint decision? If you have done this, how did you decide what you wanted?

Decision-making is a significant part of everyone’s daily lives. We all do it every day. Sometimes we make good decisions. Sometimes bad. Sometimes we think that a decision made by someone else is fair and at other times we think it is terribly unfair. However, every decision made by you or others has CONSEQUENCES. These consequences will almost certainly have an impact on ourselves and on other people.

For many of the decisions we make, we do not have to vote on them. We can decide by ourselves, chat with friends, ask for advice etc. Sometimes though, we decide to have a vote.
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Write down how you felt about the way your tutor organised you for this particular activity. Try to come up with 3 agreed descriptive words about how it made you feel.

· What did you do about it? 

· Why? 

· What else could you have done about it?

· What else should you have done about it? 

· Would your tutor have listened to your views? 

· Why/ Why not?

[image: image2.wmf]Task 2
Now that you have discussed the instructions your tutor gave you on organising yourselves, make a decision about the following: (you have 2 minutes only in which to make this decision)

In a lesson, teachers sometimes get you to work in pairs or in groups. How should these pairings and groupings be decided upon? If there is to be a spokesperson, should it be decided in the pair or group, or should the teacher choose the spokesperson? To all of these questions – say why!

Voting – When and how do we vote?

Sweat poured down Amy’s face and dripped off her chin. She turned round sharply.

“No more messin’ about. This is it. Stick ‘em up.”

She stared at the group stood around her. She was disgusted.

“You’re saying something I don’t like,” she growled.

Then her severe features relaxed. She gave a hoarse chuckle and then lowered her hand.

“Looks like I’m out voted. OK – go and buy a big tub of vanilla ice-cream then. I guess I’ll have to like it or lump it.”

So, was Amy being fair? Was she a democrat? Or a dictator?

Amy was being a democrat. She went with the majority decision – that is what more people wanted. 
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Come up with 3 possible outcomes to the following:-

· Amy insisted that she wanted chocolate ice-cream and everyone else would just have to put up with her decision.

· Amy didn’t even ask anyone else what they wanted, she just bought what she wanted – chocolate ice-cream.
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Discussion Points!!

When was the last time you made a group decision with a group of friends (before the start of this lesson!)? Maybe you were trying to decide where to go on a day out. Or which music to put on. Or who should be your group’s spokesperson when presenting your argument to the head teacher. 

How did you make your decision? By having a fight and the winner got to decide? By arguing, and the one who didn’t go off in a strop got to decide? With a show of hands and the most popular choice became the group’s decision? By having a secret vote?

The last one is not very likely for a decision in a group of friends, but it does have its advantages. If no one knows how you vote they can’t put pressure on you to change your mind. Bribery, blackmail and physical violence were all common features of British elections before the Secret Ballot Act of 1872. In many countries today, people cannot vote how they want but are “persuaded” to vote how other people want them to.
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Make a list of all the different times you have voted, could have voted or even chose not to vote.

How many TV programmes invite their audiences to make a choice? Are there any better ways in which these choices could be made? Should we allow a panel of experts to decide the winner of a TV talent contest? 

What about school life? Should we leave it to the headteacher to pick members of the school council? 

There's an awful lot of voting going on these days. People may vote for their choice of school governor or the chairman of their tennis club. If they own shares in a company they can vote on how that company is run. 

And as the internet becomes a growing part of our lives we can expect to do even more voting. Already, online opinion polls are a regular feature of newspaper websites. 

But the voting that really matters isn't done over the telephone or via a website. 

You probably know that an MP – Member of Parliament – sits in the House of Commons, the most powerful body in the land. The basis of its power lies in the fact that every MP has been elected. 

You can vote for your choice of MP if you are aged 18 or over unless you are in prison or declared mentally unfit to do so.
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Rearrange the following table (you can use arrows here), matching the descriptions in the right-hand column with the people on the left. Which of these people must be elected? Which could be elected?

	President 
	A king or queen who rules within a set of laws

	Dictator 
	An elected head of state

	Prime minister 
	A ruler who can do as he or she likes 

	Councillor 
	An elected head of government

	Constitutional monarch 
	An elected representative who sits on a local council and makes decisions




In some countries, decisions are made by small groups of powerful people for whom no one has voted. This sort of self-elected group is called an oligarchy. 
Elections
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Voting takes place in polling stations. These are set up throughout every constituency on election day. Many are in schools and church halls
Photograph: Martin Argles


MPs are important, powerful people. The prime minister is an MP. So how do we vote for MPs? Online? By telephone? No. There's a much stricter procedure.

A list – an electoral roll – is kept of all those who are entitled to vote in an area, known as a parliamentary constituency. 

At election time, special centres called polling stations are set up throughout the constituency. Stalls – polling booths – are installed. Voters are checked in and given ballot papers, which have all the candidates listed on them. They then go into the polling booths and mark their choice of MP with a cross. 

At the end of the election the votes are counted. The person who gets the most is elected MP for that constituency. 

Councillors are elected in much the same way. They represent smaller areas – known as wards – on the local council. 

Once an MP is elected he or she and the other 658 MPs have the job of taking decisions in Parliament. They do this by voting. As nearly all MPs belong to a political party they will usually but not always vote with their fellow party members. 

MPs take nearly all the decisions affecting how our country is governed. If we don't like their decisions we have a chance to vote them out in a general election, which must be held at least every five years. 

[image: image7.wmf] Task 6

Working in pairs, name 5 areas which the government makes decisions about which directly affect the lives of you and your family.

For each area named, very briefly describe how it affects you/your family. An example has been done for you.

	Area
	Affect(s)

	1. Pensions
	How much money we get when we retire

	2.
	

	3.
	

	4.
	

	5.
	

	6.
	


Occasionally, though, an issue arises which is so important that a referendum is held. This means that every voter is asked to express an opinion. This does not happen very often for 2 reasons:

1. It is very expensive and very time-consuming to always ask everybody what they think about every issue

2. We have already chosen our M.P.’s who are supposed to represent what we think so they can vote on our behalf.
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Discussion Points!!

Are there decisions in school which are made without consulting you? If so (very likely!), do you think there should be a referendum in school, asking all the students’ opinions?

Our last referendum was held in 1975, when a large majority of voters opted to stay in the European Economic Community, now known as the European Union. 

The present government has promised to hold a referendum on whether Britain should join the euro. 

As well as the United Kingdom Parliament in London there is now a Northern Irish Assembly, a Welsh Assembly and a Scottish Parliament. All have powers within their own areas. 
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MPs in the UK Parliament are elected by a system called "first past the post". Imagine that four people – Victor, Olga, Ted and Ethel - stand for election and 90,000 people turn out to vote. Here's the result:

Victor 20,000
      Olga 25,000 
Ted 30,000 
  Ethel 15,000 
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Discussion Points!!

1. Who wins?
2. Why is that a winning total?
3. Is that a fair result? Explain your answer. 

"First past the post" has its critics. Many say we should use a system of voting which reflects the overall support each political party gets. So if a party won 50% of the total votes cast in a general election it would get 50% of the MPs in the House of Commons. 

This sort of voting system is called proportional representation. One form of this system is called the single transferable vote or STV. This system is used in the Republic of Ireland.

Very simply, more than one MP, perhaps as many as five or six, can represent each constituency. Voters are able to number their candidates in order of preference – 1, 2, 3 etc. 

There is a quota of votes a candidate has to win in order to become an MP. Once that candidate has reached their quota, any extras are transferred onto the second choice candidate. If the second choice candidate has also reached their quota, then the votes are transferred onto the third preference candidate and so on. 

A party can put up several candidates for each constituency. 

Under STV voters elect for candidates from different parties. And after the election they can seek help from the MP of their choice. 

What do you think? Would you change our voting system? How?

For more ideas, look at the Electoral Reform Society's website on www.electoral-reform.org.uk
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