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What are Numeracy teachers doing right at Sheffield College? 

To identify and share good practice in the teaching of 

Numeracy at Sheffield College. 

Aim 

Graham Wroe  graham.wroe@sheffcol.ac.uk 
“I enjoy maths for the first time in my existence”. (student) 

Objectives 

•48 adult students from all 3 sites were asked their opinions on Numeracy 
lessons. 

•They were studying a variety of levels. 

 

 

What the students think. 

The 11 Numeracy teachers at Sheffield College were surveyed. There were 7 
responses, 2 from City, 1 from Hillsborough and 4 from Norton. 

What the tutors think. 
How does Sheffield College differ from an 

outstanding College? 

A team from Sheffield College visited Bradford College in 

February 2012. Things that impressed us included 

•A continuously staffed maths workshop where students from any 

course could access support with maths. 

•Every classroom had an interactive white board. 

•Mymaths/whiteboard maths resource for Interactive White Boards. 

•The new Edexcel qualification Level 1/2 Number and Measure 

which may be ideal for our ESOL 16-18 students. 

 

The most significant difference between the two colleges was that 

Bradford had a much stricter initial assessment procedure which 

excluded students who were unlikely to pass. 

What is changing at Sheffield College as a result of 
this research? Recommendations  

• We are investigating which IWB maths 

package will be best for us. 

• We are producing a comprehensive set of 

Tarsia puzzles for each site to be stored 

in Learning Centres. 

• We are considering offering drop in 

maths workshops. 

• We have created a cross college network 

folder to share resources. 

• We are looking at how we can improve 

the enrolment process to level classes 

and ensure students are on a course 

where they will succeed. 

• Publicity to use some of the student 

quotes to advertise numeracy lessons. 
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To compare and contrast the numeracy provision at Sheffield College 

with an outstanding college. 

To visit numeracy classes throughout Sheffield College to identify 

good practice/resources that can be shared across the 3 main sites. 

To survey all adult numeracy teachers, enquiring about good practice 

already in use. 

To survey adult numeracy students in their lessons to discover their 

opinions about numeracy lessons. 

Students were asked “What do you like most about your 

lessons?” 
The responses were extremely positive.  Here is a small sample. 

 

Students were asked “What 

would you like to do less of in 

your lessons?” 

83% replied “Nothing” or didn’t 

respond 

Students were asked 

“What would you like 

to do more of in 

lessons? 

Students were asked “Is there anything you would like to say about your 

Numeracy lessons?” 

All but one student made a positive comment. Here is a small sample. 

Tutors were asked “What resources are available in the classrooms where you teach 

numeracy?” 

Tutors that teach in the workplace or the community have to manage without many of 

the resources that are on the main sites, but even main site students do not have 

access to computers in most classrooms. 

Many numeracy teaching rooms lack basic resources such as mini white boards, active 

learning resources,calculators, measuring equipment, shapes and traffic light cards. 

The problem is partly lack of storage facilities. A typical comment from staff when asked 

about active learning resources was “ I make my own but there is nowhere to store them here” 

 
Tutors were asked “Are there any resources that you are aware of that 

are not currently available that would improve your students learning?” 

IWB software such as Mymaths or Whiteboardmaths or Boardworks. 

More active learning resources 

 

 

Tutors were asked “How often 

do your students do the 

following?” 

By using a points system I constructed the 

following league table of most frequent 

activities in class. 

The low use of presentations is partly due 

to the lack of projectors/IWB but also lack 

of good software. Low use of mini white 

boards may indicate a training need. 

Tutors were asked “If there was one thing you could change to improve numeracy 

teaching at Sheffield College what would it be?” 

Cross college 

resource bank 
More classes 

so waiting 
list can be 
reduced 

Rethink ILP 

ready for 

Functional 

Skills and use 

generic targets 

Purchase 

good IWB 

maths 

software 

Student 

centred rather 

than target 

driven 

approach 

Smaller 

classes, 

more of 

them 

Tutors were asked “What single action could Sheffield College take that 

would positively impact on our students learning. 

Adequately 

prepare  SfL  

tutors ahead 

of the 

imminent 

move to 

Functional 

Skills 

Return to a 
more student 

centred 
approach 

rather than a 
results driven 
“production 

line” approach. 

still have 
E3,L1 
and L2 
learners 
in same 
group. 

Tutors were asked “Which of the 

following websites do you 

encourage your Adult Numeracy 

students to use? “ 

The most popular sites were 

 

 

1. move-on.org.uk 

2. bbc.co.uk/skillswise 

3. skillsworkshop 

4. mathswithgraham.org.uk 

5. bbc.co.uk/bitesize 

6. you tube 

7. transum.org 

Students were asked how helpful different activities were to 

their learning. 

Conclusion 

Students are overwhelmingly satisfied with 

numeracy lessons at Sheffield College. 

Withdraw students 

who need 

withdrawing and 

keep those who 

are serious about 

their studies 
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