Improving Study Programmes for Learners with SEND
Engaging Learners with Assistive Technology to improve outcomes
Case Study 4 – Investigate use of mainstream websites and apps to create personalized evidence of achievement.

Situation
In a specialist college setting (as in any other education setting) it can be tempting to continue to use the same software tools for teaching learning, without exploring alternatives.  There are frequent occurrences where technologies designed for mainstream use can have a high impact on learners in specialist settings and indeed have a greater impact than they might be deemed to elsewhere.  Some examples of this are PowerPoint, iPads, Interactive Whiteboards and Mind Mapping software.
Task
Beaumont College frequently explores interesting and new software to examine whether it will support learners and tutors.  Three titles had been recently recommended, all of which were marketed to mainstream education settings:  
Book Creator – https://bookcreator.com  A tool for creating books either online or via an iPad app
Ed Puzzle – https://edpuzzle.com  Online service which can be used to crop videos from Youtube, Khan Academy and other sources.  Pauses, questions, notes and quizzes can be added to the video to ensure that it meets the requirements of learners.
Explain Everything - https://explaineverything.com   Online platform which can be used to share resources and collaborate on projects.
Action
Tutors at Beaumont College were given a brief introduction to all three of the applications.  Some key tutors were also identified who would be likely to benefit from using the applications – either because they were comfortable with learning new technologies, or that the apps had relevance to particular groups tutors were working with. 
The Book Creator app was of most interest initially as the purpose and usage of it was straightforward – making digital books.  Also there are many students at Beaumont who take great pleasure in narratives whether fiction or non-fiction.  One tutor ran a session with two students who she thought would use the app and started to create bespoke books using photos of the students and particular areas of interest.
Ed Puzzle and Explain Everything were less popular as resources, possibly due to the time required to learn how to use them.  
Result
Vicky Whitehouse – a Beaumont College tutor - utilised Book Creator.  She was very pleased to experiment with another teaching tool, especially one to engage students who are working at a very basic level.  Vicky said “The app was really easy to use. There was a major advantage of being able to make the books on the iPad and then use immediately”. Vicky set up two personalised books for two students. One of the students was very engaged and will continue using the app with the support of staff.  The book will develop and grow and hopefully further books will be created in the app.  Unfortunately neither of the books can be shared as they contain photos of the students and external photo permissions have not been granted.  However there are many other examples on the Book Creator website.
Ed Puzzle –  Several tutors were interested in this as a learning tools, espescially the ability to be able to crop YouTube videos to show only a short section.  Fil McIntyre – Lead Assistive Technologist also discussed with David Liley a tutor who teaches Adventure Film Making.  Due the time constraints, David did not make his own EdPuzzle video, so Fil made an example (link below) from one of the videos already on the Beaumont YouTube channel which can be found here: https://edpuzzle.com/media/5a9710f157f8af4120300734
At key points the video pauses and a question is asked for example “What did you have to wear to be safe on the zip wire?”.  One key advantage of EdPuzzle is that audio can be recorded so learners who struggle to read the question are still able to participate.  Unfortunately they are not able to record their responses, but could dictate to a member of staff.  David is keen to use EdPuzzle in future for follow-up activities, reinforcing learning and possibly examining film-making techniques.
Explain Everything was not used to create any resources in the end.  It was felt by many that Explain Everything would be a great resource in a teaching setting where students were working on joint projects and could use it to collaborate and gather resources and ideas.  However the majority of the students at Beaumont work in small groups and will often be on highly individualised study programmes.  
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