Improving Study Programmes for Learners with SEND
Engaging Learners with Assistive Technology to improve outcomes
Introduction and Notes
Fil McIntyre

Cluster Goals
· To ensure that learners can utilise Assistive Technology to support their progression on study programmes
· To use Assistive Technology to aid learner’s independence as they transition out of a specialist college environment
Actions
All cluster members met for a workshop to discuss and refine their current models for assistive technology assessment. As a result of this the Assessment Process Document was produced, which is described in detail below.  Templates for IT Access Setup Guides were refined and a complete example provided.  
Three visits were undertaken by Fil McIntyre from Beaumont College (the cluster lead) to the cluster colleges to discuss specific assistive technology requirements.  These are detailed in the case studies.
At Beaumont College, students and staff explored a range of mainstream websites and apps to establish whether they were valuable resources in the specialist college context.  This is also detailed as a case study.
All documentation is provided as part of the resource pack.
Case studies
Four case studies are presented, all of which describe how technology has been utilised or adapted for learners with complex disabilities.
1. Activate delivers study programmes for 19-24 year olds which focus on vocational and independent living skills.  The case study centres around two individuals developing their use of basic switch technology.
2. Henshaw’s is a college for young people with complex disabilities.  They want to ensure their assistive technology assessment kit was fit for purpose.
3. Langdon is a very small college which wants to use Amazon Alexa technology encourage a learner to initiate conversations.
4. Beaumont College delivers study programmes to learners with complex disabilities.  Their case study tests the usefulness of apps such as Book Creator and Ed Puzzle.
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This is based on the assessment model currently in place at Beaumont College, but was refined as part of the cluster workshop day.  This is an ideal model and the cluster members are aware that not all setting will have access to all members of the multi-disciplinary team.
The mind map shows the assessment process.  It should be noted that in many cases this process in ongoing and cannot be viewed as a single assessment.  For many students – especially those with the most complex needs – the process can take months and will be revisited during their time in education.
The Assessment Proforma is a guide to ensure that relevant elements are considered for the individual being assessed.  It is by no mean exhaustive and the most important sections are the larger spaces for recording qualitative comments, rather than the ticklists.
