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This project aimed to promote greater reading development and attainment for a
group of ESOL learners based at a general FE College.

Summary

The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) staff and the ESOL team decided to collaborate
in order to develop a strategy for enhancing and prioritising learners’ reading skills,
thus promoting effective engagement in independent reading. The strategy used a
reading challenge to encourage learners to access a wide variety of textual material
and construct reflective comments, as well as reviewing the content of the material
to clarify their personal perceptions. As the project progressed learners were able to
share their insights with greater confidence; this helped them to consolidate their
reading skills and move on to the next stage of their learning with greater
appreciation of their capacity for reading.

Rationale

The Reading Challenge, using the Reading Agency’s ‘Reading Ahead’ scheme, has
been delivered regularly at the college to learners on a small-scale basis, largely in
the curriculum areas of Foundation Learning and ESOL provision. The focus for the
research was to make decisions about the validity, relevance and impact of this
approach, with a view to improving the reading ability and reading engagement of
learners across college.
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The project also sought to identify the areas we needed to develop further to
enhance the depth and breadth of the programme within wider curriculum areas.

Approach

The project leader and the ESOL team collaboratively selected a group to take part in
the research. An ESOL level 1 group was chosen, because the reading element that
the group were currently completing offered an ideal opportunity to investigate their
current practices. The project leader, together with the rest of the LRC team,
conducted weekly sessions with the selected group to deliver the reading challenge.

The sessions focused on introducing a variety of reading materials and recording
learners’ experiences as they connected directly with their selected texts. This
involved exposing them to different styles of text, including fiction, non-fiction, online
reading, news items and magazines. Learners participated by deciding the reads
themselves; this encouraged ownership of learning and a sense of autonomy.
Regular meetings and conversations between the project leader, LRC team and the
ESOL course tutor helped them to deliver, develop and monitor the progress of the
research project.

Data obtained from semi-structured interviews, questionnaires and diaries was used
to record progress and come to provisional conclusions about whether such an
approach increased learners’ reading stamina and engagement with texts. Focus
groups were held with learners to find out whether participants’ confidence levels
had improved. They also provided an opportunity to investigate whether the content
and breadth of the programme had actually engaged learners’ interests and
encouraged them to read more widely.

Learners’ views were captured online through a Padlet space, where they could
contribute thoughts and post reviews about their reading. This innovative approach
allowed learners to document their critical responses towards texts as well as share
and celebrate their reading experiences with other learners.

Further, tutors reflected on learner progress and engagement; this collaborative
process helped them to identify associated forms of inquiry and fostered
relationships with curriculum staff and learners, all aimed at improving the quality of
the learners’ experience.

Professional learning: Evidence of changes in teaching, learning and assessment
practices

As the Reading Challenge progressed it became evident that learners were keen to
engage in more online reading, frequently using their phones to translate difficult
words or phrases. The project allowed learners the space to reflect on their online
reading habits; many had not considered this to be part of the natural context for
reading. As a result, the Padlet was established as a forum for recording learner
reviews and testimonies, which made the process of evaluating practice with
learners easier and helped them to assess its impact on learning more adequately.
This in turn prompted changes to session plans. It became a sustainable tool in
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promoting the benefits of technology and supporting learners in using digital
literacies.

The research process, especially the use of questionnaires and interviews, enabled a
closer and more positive understanding of the diverse nature of learners’ cultural
backgrounds and their perceived level of confidence in relation to other languages.
For some learners it was an opportunity to widen their reading to other languages in
which they were fluent, such as French and Spanish, reflecting the physical journey
they had taken before settling in the UK. As a result of this project, to highlight the
value of reading, learners learned how to set appropriate challenging goals for
themselves, while demonstrating greater awareness of reading as a skill which can
be mastered, stretched and improved upon.

Using the Padlet, learners were able to identify and post new or tricky words, leading
to whole group discussions, an active way to widen vocabulary and build exposure to
new expressions. It demonstrated a collective means for overcoming individual
barriers to learning and a safe way to identify personal learning needs with the

group.

Learners reported improved confidence and self-efficacy through taking part; they
felt much better equipped to address their English needs.

Learners recognised that building effective reading habits and mastering good
reading skills were crucial for their success.

Evidence of improved collaboration and changes in organisational practices

Supportive collaboration between curriculum and support staff has provided a basis
for more effective communication and working practices. The exposure of learners
to an additional team and spaces across the college has been shown to reinforce
and aid learner autonomy. The recognition that others in the organisation can
support the learner journey enriches both learners and teaching staff, and acts as a
positive influence on the culture of the college by making learners feel they are part
of a wider learning community.

This strengthening of curriculum collaboration has provided groups with
opportunities to engage in meaningful research-informed sessions and approaches.
The adoption of the Padlet as a tool of engagement has championed new practices,
shared with the ESOL teaching team.

Although the strategy may prove challenging, ESOL Entry Levels 2 and 3 are
scheduled to become parts of the planned ongoing collaborative process with
selected GCSE English, Functional Skills and International groups.

Because the sessions are more interactive and structured, they can easily be
adapted for focusing on different aspects of reading skills such as comprehension,
inference, improving vocabulary and fluency.

The focus on reading has been celebrated and established through inductions and
certificate award ceremonies, and locally and nationally through the college social
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media, highlighting the organisational commitment to celebrating learners’
achievements in reading.

The certificate award ceremony was sponsored by an international e-textbook
publishing company. As a result, new initiatives were discussed for developing
provision to support more online reading.

These new and exciting innovations will be embedded into subsequent versions of
the reading challenge to recognise the rapidly transforming models of accessing
reading materials. These will allow our curriculum to adapt, assimilate and align to
new digital literacies.

Further dissemination of the outcomes of the project is planned for sharing with
other information professionals working in the Post-16 sector at the Council for
Learning Resources in Colleges conference.

Evidence of improvement in learners’ achievements, retention and progression

The structure of the reading challenge actively encouraged learners to engage with
choosing and selecting items they wanted to explore to promote learner autonomy.
The structured sessions introduced different types of text and the freedom to select
reading material that explored matters of social and cultural diversity. During a
session focused on exploring the connection between reading and wellbeing,
learners actively selected issues related to their interests. They read magazine
articles about home décor, psychology or children’s behaviour. The project therefore
allowed the foregrounding of personal interests and reaffirmed their identity.

Learners had the opportunity to discuss their opinions and perceptions with others
and use deeper forms of questioning about the texts they had selected. For instance,
two learners had chosen different books about Shakespeare; by the social activity of
discussion, comparison and critical inquiry they were able to check facts about his
life, make sense of information, and develop their levels of literacy.

Learners were positive about the challenge, many reporting that it improved and
boosted their levels of confidence in English. The emphasis on learning new
vocabulary made them curious to discover and assimilate new words so they could,
as acknowledged by one learner, “Enjoy imagining each situation.”

The challenge encouraged many of these learners to explore the connection
between reading and their own lives and values. Some wanted specific books to
share and read with their families, while others wanted to enhance their learning,
especially their writing capacity. By using the practices of decoding and engaging
with different texts, many of the learners were able to liberate their thinking and
explore what mattered deeply for them.

“I really love this challenge, because this challenge make (sic) me happy and it
made me gain confidence. Thank you for giving me this chance.”

(ESOL Learner).
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Learning from this project

Synergies were recognised that allowed learners to gain the most meaningful and
productive interactions with the texts they had read. For example, magazines and
online reading proved to be an impactful way to introduce non-fiction to learners.
As learners selected material, they were consciously choosing connections with
prior knowledge and personal identity, resulting in strong engagement with the
chosen texts.

Structured sessions provided a key focus on different types and formats of text,
including online, print, fiction and non-fiction, Emphasis on different reading
strategies assisted learners in text interpretation and decoding. Extensive reading
complemented increased learner knowledge and context acquisition.

Sessions were structured to address the challenges of independent reading and
make learners accountable for their choices. Think, pair, share activities helped
learners to verbalise their thoughts and critical assumptions before committing to
paper or posting online.

Emerging practices for digital reading were identified as a new way to develop
reading skills and learner engagement. The development of the Padlet facilitated
the effective online sharing of reviews.

The active identification of new words and deployment of strategies to decide
their meaning ensured that learners were less daunted at the prospect of skipping
over words or phrases that appeared problematic. Many learners placed great
importance on developing skills to achieve the reading exam and were prepared to
commit to further independent reading and decoding to master their skills.

It was recognised that some ESOL learners had limited time for additional reading
activities outside the timetabled sessions because of familial and work
responsibilities. Sourcing relevant accessible online reading may further
supplement and improve the frequency of developing effective reading habits.
There is an opportunity to explore how writing instruction can be built into the
project, such as how writing requirements can be framed so that less confident
learners can improve their critical analyses and rely less on descriptive writing.
These practices would support lower level learners.
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Appendix 1- Reading Challenge Padlet

https://padlet.com/c_collins2/icyp8f1zgefanwnn

nb This is a snapshot taken at the end of the project. The original may or may not
still be available here https://padlet.com/baljinder_bains/Reading and may have
been updated since this snapshot was taken.

# Read@bsdc X

- O @& @ | hitps://padlet.com/baljinder_bains/Reading

padlet

" Baljinder Bains + 21 » Smo

V’ Read@bsdc

Reading Challenge - ESOL Level 1 Group
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| read because... Airida
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Anonymous 51110 @ Anonymous 617

Magazine

. & Anonymous 67

Seeing the woods

This article about the most
powerful ally against climate
change. The author of article
explains what is it carbon and how
it works, also she are giving main

~  reasons how our planet trees make
our climate clear and save.

@ Anonymous 5o

A WD i

A\ A
. Corina

SRR T

 Anonymous 1o

Title:The new Mood
Author: Elle Voice

In this article the author wants to

write about our moods,why this
happens?
She explains that differents author
have differents opinions but the
true is there are no right

e answers,not even from scientific
experts but she invited the readers
to keep talking about our mood
fluctuations.

naturel health

Ididn't know before | read a
magazin

There are many ways to keep you
feeling health for longer for e.g
:Get apet It's one of reasons to
reduce the stress and It help you to
do exercise by walk every day.
Ifound new words.

Reading and wellbeing session: Origami bookmarks and magazines.
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Reading session.
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‘Library’ across the world.

OTLA Phase 6 (English) - Creating a reading culture (Burton and South Derbyshire College) Page9



Reflecting on reading.
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Celebrating success.
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Appendix 2 - Reading Challenge Questions (1)
Name:

1. How important do you think it is to reach a good standard of
English? Circle which statement best represents your
viewpoint:

Not very important | Quite important Very important

2. What 3 things about reading are most important to you?
Please explain your choices.

3. Other than English which other language or languages do
you understand?

4. On a scale of 1-10 (with one being the lowest), where would
you place your reading in your first language?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low High

5. On a scale of 1-10, where would you place your English
reading ability today?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Low High
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6. What kind of material do you like to read?

7. Which of these items would you choose to read? Please
state how often you would read them? You can also add
other items which you read if they are not on the list.

Type

Yes/No Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Newspapers

Magazines

Fiction Books

Factual Books

Children’s Books

Instructions

Labels

Websites

8. How do you keep up with news and current affairs?

Circle which ones you use on a regular basis from this list:

Newspaper

Magazines

T.V.

Internet

Social Media

Radio
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9. What time of day suits you best for reading? E.g. at breakfast
time, lunch time, when you get home from work, in bed.

10. Do you share your reading with anyone else? Such as
children, partner, friends etc.

11. If you come across words that you don't understand, what
do you do?

12. What do you find hard about reading? Please explain your
answer?
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13. What do you find easy about reading? Please explain your
answer?

14. Where would you like your reading ability to be by the end of
your course, on a scale of 1-10?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low High

15. What 3 things will you do to achieve your goals for reading?

a)

b)
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Appendix 3 - Reading Challenge Questions (2) Review
Name:

1. Thinking about your course (ESOL), do you feel that the
Reading Challenge has helped you achieve your goals?

2. Has the Reading Challenge changed your attitude to the
things you read? Are you having a go at a wider range of
reading material?

a) Yes, | am reading lots of different things
b) | am starting to explore new things
c¢) Nothing much has changed

3. Which new texts are you now reading?

Type

Fiction

Non-fiction

Magazines

Newspapers

Online websites

Ebooks

Audio books

Children’s books

Other (please state)
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4. On ascale of 1-10, (where 1 is not very much and 10 is
lots), how much do you think the Challenge has helped you
develop your literacy skills?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low High

5. On ascale of 1-10,(where 1 is not very much and 10 is lots),
how much has joining in the Reading Challenge affected
your social confidence?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low High

6. Has joining in the Reading Challenge affected your skills in
the workplace?

a) Definitely
b) A little bit
c) Notreally
d) Idon't work

7. Did you enjoy using Padlet and phones as a way of sharing
your views with others? Please explain.

8. Who have you been sharing your reading experience with?
a) Family members (children)

b) Friends
c) No-one really
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9. Has your experience with the Reading Challenge inspired

others to get reading, and who?

10. Did you get a chance to read aloud to someone?

11. Think about the last text you read. After you selected it,

what did you do?

What | did

v or %

Started at the beginning and read to the end

Started but only got part way through

Read it all but took ages and kept returning to it

Read it all in one go

Left it so late | didn’t have time to read any of it

Got distracted and didn’t read it

12. How long can you really read effectively without getting
distracted or just reading the words without the information

going in? 5,10, 15,20

| can read effectively for............. minutes.
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13. Do you feel you can read faster now?
a) Yes definitely
b) A little bit faster
c) No difference really

14. Do you spend more time reading now?

15. Can you list some new words you have learnt?

16. Has reading helped your wellbeing? (Does it help you relax,
do you know where to find more health related
information?) Please explain.

17. What will be your next steps on your literacy journey? Are
you inspired to read more? Please explain.

18. Would you recommend the Reading Challenge to other
friends and family members? Why? — Please explain.
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Learner Case Studies
Context

The aim of the project is to promote ESOL Level 1 learners’ intellectual autonomy in
selecting their preferred reading content to improve their literacy skills and
confidence in wider reading. Learners were encouraged to assess their reading
skills and highlight areas that they wanted to improve and set their own personal
reading goals. Additionally, exposure to different types of text helped them to
develop confidence in writing skills, such as writing to develop their own opinions on
reading and widening their vocabulary. The learners’ progress showed their
development throughout the programme, improved their use and understanding of
English, independent reading skills and confidence with online technologies.

Evidence of learners’ progress is illustrated by:

a) A brief description of the learners.

b) Project lead’s observations of the learners’ progress throughout the research and
recommendations for the future development of the reading challenge.

c) Personal reading reviews of six items they have read and one additional close
reading exercise.

d) Comments made by the learners when they evaluated their reading challenge
experiences in the form of completed questionnaires, notes and video.

e) Comments recorded on the online Padlet board
https://padlet.com/baljinder_bains/Reading
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Case Study - Learner CM

CM is originally from Spain, she arrived in England three years ago and lives with her
young daughter. She holds a first degree in Pedagogy from a Spanish University and is
currently studying an ESOL Level 1 course. She works as a childminder.

Observations: CM was keen to take part in the challenge and she is highly fluent in her
first language — Spanish and was keen to achieve better fluency with her use and
understanding of English. Her first read was focussed on an article about the repairs to
the roof of Notre-Dame cathedral, and she went on to explore a variety of articles and
books that ranged from thrillers, children’s books, to cookery books and online recipes.
She selected a challenging Guardian article for the close reading task which focussed on
abusive relationships and using the framework to help her locate more detail, she was
able to form a more direct response to what she had read. CM identified the time before
going to sleep as the main time to devote to reading, and she endeavoured to improve her
reading habit by reading for half an hour every day.

Achieving goals: CM stated her three goals for reading were to improve her
understanding of what she was reading as well improving her speaking and her writing.
She recognised that she needed to continue reading and also identified some novel ways
to improve her reading such as watching movies with subtitles and studying song lyrics
as a, “Dynamic and fun way to improve my reading”. These suggestions could easily be
adapted to future reading challenges, particularly as lyrics can be a good way for learners
to explore and remember new words. CM was successful in her reading exam and
achieved 32/40.

Improving confidence: CM really enjoyed exploring the LRC and HE Study Centre and
will now independently come to search for items to read. She found that it was one of the
best ways to improve her understanding of the English language and helped her to
increase vocabulary and her wellbeing. She found the Padlet a useful way to read others
reviews. The Padlet helped to share what was read by the group, and this is important to
note as occasionally there is very limited time to discuss each learners selected read
during sessions. The use of the Padlet will used in future sessions as it provides a visual
and direct way of sharing reviews.

Favourite reads: Cookery books, romantic novels and children’s books were CM’s
favourite reading material. She enjoyed sharing stories with her daughter.

Sharing reads: As well as the sharing books and reading to her daughter, CM attends a
book club at a friend’s house and they have an opportunity to share their thoughts about
what they have read, CM found this very useful for improving her speaking. Developing a
World Café style discussion would be something we could develop in the future for one of
the sessions, as CM and other learners commented that they had gained more
confidence when talking and discussing their reads.

Improving writing: CM felt that the reading challenge had contributed to improving her
written work and is now enrolled on the ESOL Level 1 writing course. She mainly found the
benefit from reading was improved vocabulary which allowed her to make her writing
more interesting.

Progression: CM’s future aim is to train to become a Spanish teacher, she is keen to do
a Masters level qualification and find a route into teaching. She strongly recommends the
reading challenge as a good way to learn to relax and enjoy reading as well as improving
your English.

OTLA Phase 6 (English) - Creating a reading culture (Burton and South Derbyshire College) Page 21



c) Personal reading reviews and close reading task

First review:

Other:

.I@!-uf(om..‘mmﬂépm. nloke fo the o
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What did you think of it?
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odoud e modeeicd Ahat. they Wil v

How do you rate it? (1 = low)
1 @ N

What did you read? sook| | aricie )] poem (] 2
Other

Second review:

Title  “{\ e Yocd
Author [\ \lice. n———
What did you think of it?

Ao thoocsduck, e dadtior LlendS
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How do you rate it? (1 = iow)
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What did you read? sook| | Atcie[X] poem| | 1
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Third review:

What did you read? aook& aricle|_| Poem| | 3
Other: .

““')?)tN\aVCLO:xd Dezxss
Author & A i

What did you think of it?
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Author  Preotux Soltec.
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Fifth review:

What did you read? ook | Aricle)| poem| | 5
Other:
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News Reports - Close Reading

Name of newspaper: he Guox di.on

Title of article: Mg&ﬁﬁd@%ﬁr&i@xe

meaths to cealxal . //‘n’ena.o)erfa reed To Krow where
Date of article: %_N%Mcﬂ[otx ,5*"1"5 orel b suk
5O0ck. 0]
What made you read the article? CH-K, un p{&r\cc Q‘* F&OQF‘*"E- e ) on
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Identify the 5 Ws used in the report.

Who Where When What Why
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Learner questionnaires:

Name:

Reading Challenge Questions (1)

1. How important do you think it is to reach a good standard of
English? Circle which statement best represents your
viewpoint:

Not very important IQuitc important L}jery'fmportant )

2. What 3 things about reading are most important to you?
Please explain your choices.

a) To vk -,'_“'4“‘.\ oot I o (ecy IL"--‘('*‘;
b) ]L‘ WRMEFOLE T ) f_,l',\t Loy i._J.
c) _“u'.‘ N Oos \l'\\._) (SRS "\u.(_))

3. Other than English which other language or languages do
you understand?

§ ‘Ji(u._\'_,\‘

4. On ascale of 1-10 (with one being the lowest), where would
you place your reading in your first language?

Low High
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5. On a scale of 1-10, where would you place your English
reading ability today?

1 2 3 4 LS; 6 7 8 10
Low High
6. What kind of material do you like to read?
}-‘j‘t“"ﬁg s e € -(‘-)l.‘h‘)‘] weboide alhout e P

7. Which of these items would you choose to read? Please
state how often you would read them? You can also add
other items which you read if they are not on the list.

Tvpe Yes/No| Daily Weekly | Monthly
Newspapers T v’
Magazines ey v
Fiction Books N
Factual Books \er, u
Children’s Books | .. /
Instructions e
Labels A
Websites “oes v
\}\t'f_'kgu" > Pr.( ) Mes l.//

2
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8. How do you keep up with news and current affairs?
Circle which ones you use on a regular basis from this list:

Newspaper Magazines T.V.
(Internet - Social Media Radio

9. What time of day suits you best for reading? E.g. at breakfast
time, lunch time, when you get home from work, in bed.

--I ™ }:‘\ Li ’ \'A .\[_l ¢ ._}( L\ HUJ_‘ LJ\" & v

oot \v.._\‘\ an Tous s 3 ‘»‘L

10. Do you share your reading with anyone else? Such as
children, partner, friends etc.

/f‘rl"), O D \\1\:1_‘\ 1 1, Q?‘ﬂ(—b h' '1]'\'_\1’\5'1(\")- C \\‘_\_/- Ly ‘t‘]

(j*\'*%r\" '&: 2 Wt OuEl W ,’_,l(«d ¢ oOld |\ oW WS )
>

3

d

cae et W een ¢ .\U\_\_.' E kh Lol X IJ 540, _:75_:, TR =t

r.i-—ﬁ-\—\\ &S} & by T(‘ \\;"-d

e "\J{—‘-' o \ l*\“’_}«'; *-df) Y L(_(_‘\-’\ Lk COa) Cholte oratie
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11. If you come across words that you don’t understand,
what do you do?

(‘Lr Ll og U{ \.i s ;‘(‘J& K (,_"Lx_L h(.x‘ltn:u_é.

12. What do you find hard about reading? Please explain your
answer?
\ \‘\ reg r.um% C“l axye R Vs (= T \_,u. [ EUNE W (r_xqz-l\x‘ A0 ‘-y-\
Conn “x kb‘) S _'L,')“r‘,_ The Soue L\\u1g,) (€ —’U'L,*) ol kk& e t‘.’;

J
waoads.

13. What do you find easy about reading? Please explain your
answer?
W’-i }‘{ 1 be (VO ;.i el l(~._;,£'_)} \)\6{"\_,;\‘_5. (e Veod -,"E—:

e WS vot —ady. T e w b etk L0 can

i e s = S0 JGen,
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14. Where would you like your reading ability to be by the
end of your course, on a scale of 1-10?

1 2 3 1 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low (High'

15. What 3 things will you do to achieve your goals for
reading?

a) (C‘u\fl_\\\\\— \_l\r\d,\.’.‘_.
J
To wodch  frenes . e i VoA -
b) < “ : e ad e v B )k’-‘\' \.L.\\\\ Trx j\\'_.“] {J\'.i"tn't.lﬁ 2

c) 1wl Sodying, ‘e fons . b e o
J ) J -

l“‘-'-“'-\_', e il f &I Oy Codagies |
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Reading Challenge Questions (2) Review

1. Thinking about your course (ESOL), do you feel that the Reading
Challenge has helped you achieve your goals?

¢y

\\\-L) E‘""L‘—'lil . et WAL 'P""J ~ '."_‘l\ Gl J o astile o

2. Has the Reading Challenge changed your attitude to the things
you read? Are you having a go at a wider range of reading
material?

@i Yes, | am reading lots of different things
b) | am starting to explore new things
c) Nothing much has changed

3. Which new texts are you now reading?

Type
Fiction
Non-fiction
Magazines L
Newspapers L/
Online websites Ve
Ebooks
Audio books
Children’s books v
Other (please state) V' Beepies

_‘,("‘;, ("Kl& COWVTEL, j‘. :J[‘\Ll \':‘.-‘f{ '\-hk > g SR ":':\- LT © T
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4, On ascale of 1-10, (where 1 is not very much and 10 is lots), how
much do you think the Challenge has helped you develop your
literacy skills?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 i
Low High

R

5. On ascale of 1-10,(where 1 is not very much and 10 is lots), how
much has joining in the Reading Challenge affected your social
confidence?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low 'High )

6. Has joining in the Reading Challenge affected your skills in the
workplace?

@ Definitely
b) A little bit
c) Not really
d) | don’t work

7. Did you enjoy using Padlet and phones as a way of sharing your
views with others? Please explain.

Ly [} - . e { l{ ]
l.ff‘r'. tm '*\_ }](GL\\( \\ k")'L'K—1 !(__dh.’ "} Cavgny "J}‘\“\ L ER b} \1]] It
-tl ’ ‘{_{ - I\ (end ek ,J cO¢ [0< { O ("‘:*\'L-"-"l‘—’ f,fti‘r.}‘;
v '
Jan othecs os weld
2
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8. Who have you been sharing your reading experience with?
a) Family members (children)
b)/Friends

c) No-one really

9. Has your experience with the Reading Challenge inspired others
to get reading, and who?
F‘ I.\(.,-'l_zf'. Tt \\\s , I kx' L'-J"kl wny PI\J cook ‘14 L _i i *

way O ouvrd,

10. Did you get a chance to read aloud to someone?

Z' i ] Y [ {{‘,x(( C kL‘-\(\\\:-‘ S I(;! e t‘ (\\"J (—k—’-‘—-&‘/‘—‘-&\'.

11. Think about the last text you read. After you selected it, what
did you do?

What | did

Started at the beginning and read to the end
Started but only got part way through

Read it all but took ages and kept returning to it N
Read it all in one go

Left it so late | didn’t have time to read any of it
Got distracted and didn’t read it

v orx

F—”l,-
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12. How long can you really read effectively without getting
distracted or just reading the words without the information
going in? 5, 10, 15, 20 '

| can read effectively for....\l..... minutes.

13. Do you feel you can read faster now?
(a) Yes definitely
b) A little bit faster
c¢) No difference really

14. Do you now spend more time reading now?

e

-

15. Can you list some new words you have learnt?

T:-I ¢« lk"-.u‘c‘.
e rcdlowes

“ _;‘i_f‘tf ("\
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16.Has reading helped your wellbeing? (Does it help you relax, do
you know where to find more health related information?)
Please explain.

\‘/6 > P j .,Lg-t Il e ) T-\."I ¥ QO ey
&~ kt (’.-l‘ “_.C‘f\(c'hﬁ\l (= ‘l‘-l'_” oued r Con 3

J('hd: Yelp e to ox,

17.What will be your next steps on your literacy journey? Are you
inspired to read more? Please explain.

3 ;("'/‘, I 'y ctedung, © beo i : ¥e e Vi \ ‘\“’3 L Coa \ YD
A

{'\'p_t <ol

18. Would you recommend the Reading Challenge to other friends
and family members? Why? - Please explain.

fe s, l-)(__(_(\ OGR 3 % {hank, w O QAJ,_ \iik be 5t
JJ’J.\) I's Uy -"A oUC {7, ‘-—‘)\\_(_J} ) h,-‘_.‘ Ca '{"j ; I Eoy J X ‘i_,‘\.\.(_n ",}
0

(Y \(-\ Y ‘{J \f Mo \L.‘(-'U. bewa |

-’

. £ 2 S Vpla (‘_AIT
T eed &oveth R

Y Hu.,{-_ oo © Quay @ LR,

J
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Case Study - Learner NN

NN is currently studying on the ESOL Level 1 course and is originally from Afghanistan.
She has four children and currently does not work.

Observations: NN is fluent in Farsi and Dari and enjoys reading news and magazines.
She read a variety of different types of text particularly selecting books from the Quick
Reads and ‘ESOL readers’ sections. She found these useful, as the ‘ESOL readers’ have
questions and a glossary of words that help her to focus on her reading skills. She also
read articles such as recipes which she managed to make for her family. She finds
reading online easy as she can read anywhere and anytime and was keen to know more
about our ebooks.

Achieving goals: NN stated that she wanted to focus, concentrate and read regularly as
her goals for improving her reading. NN was determined to achieve her goals and as a
result of coming to the LRC for the reading challenge she was able to receive additional
help to supplement her learning from the ‘Additional Learning Support’ based in the LRC.
She also independently spent time in the LRC practising exam papers, which helped her to
achieve her goals. Finding the tone of the extract was one of the aspects of her exam that
NN found difficult to identify. From this observation we could try to build in an element of
exam style questions to be included in the tasks for the challenge in the future. NN was
successful in her reading exam and achieved 32/40.

Improving confidence: NN flourished as a result of attending the reading challenge
sessions. She had been a learner who had previously come to college, however she would
only attend her ESOL class and then go home. As a result of coming to the LRC she
found additional resources, spaces and people who could support her journey. She is now
confidently, independently coming to the LRC, using ALS support, conversing with library
staff and even going to the college gym. She feels that she is more grounded and aware
of college facilities and is able to share her experience with her friends.

Favourite reads: NN specifically requested a book to help her to understand her second
child who was displaying angry tantrums, she wanted a book that she could read with her
child so that both she and her son could understand what was causing the anger and
possibly create a change in his behaviour. Her selected read was ‘I Just Get So....Angry”
by Timothy Bowden and she has said that it has helped her to understand more about
children’s behaviour and psychology. NN enjoyed reading other parenting books and
abridged versions of Shakespeare’s plays.

Sharing reads: As well as sharing books with her children, NN has been using a
Functional Skills book to improve her English reading and writing. She found this book
very effective and recommended it to other learners on her course. ‘Sharing reads’ is to
become a key focus for future sessions; a session devoted to exploring how learners can
share their reading to help those they come into contact with will be developed.

Improving writing: NN found reading helped her writing and continues to make use of the
Functional Skills books to practise her writing skills (she is enrolled onto ESOL Writing
Level 1). She also noted that reading helped her to improve her vocabulary (she has
learnt more than 100 new words) which in turn helped her to understand the meaning of
texts.

Progression: NN aims to keep improving her English, she wants to continue with
Functional Skills and then plans to achieve GCSE English in the near future. She would
also like to explore a career as a Teaching Assistant.
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First review:

What did you read? gook B Afticle D Poem D 1

Other
Title  ThoiewS and ,’lil’ Wineda )
Author oo Beattd
What did you think of it?
T ok’ Yoot heall [S verd iwiers fing
*"’ﬁ wsC  afl ).;."&- a .,)\ .;d;;i;v,,';'( Yé;‘

Al .vurd. . brave WA, .,

He name\was. Thegeus. Ye. lieduitt bes
alum, . the Kelicd dic Mﬂ%vmyt_.“...r_vcrg_ M(j
hod a_shrise belad, © £ Minokowt .-
afler Mivotauy dead  syerd pod

s half w':«":\m MFba/;?ﬂ S

How do you rate it? (1 = 1ow)

o A & &

Second review:

What did you read? ook | acicie| | poem| | 2
()qurﬁ )

Title (uspecdor Lo jan.

Author R clavad M aednArew

What did you think of it?

This 022 R wes  (ndersHing
&5 T undtribom ow palice..
frndk. Fhe 3 Peréen.. .

which . 4k palise use 4o .

/1 he’ aupify -
el gy S

How do you rate it? (1 = low)

1 2 3 4 5
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Third review:

What did you read? BookD A:t.cleB/Pnem[j 3
Other:

Title  Yeel . geed.  Lo» A
Author
What did you think of it?

T{ wad vw3 B chndl... far

{

e X S Cn«./.)( aw(C‘/(
AR o deliciand . #r caicKia
and wgdaﬂalg S

Fourth review:

What did you read? Book@ AmcleD Poem[:] 4

che(: . )
Title Goal _SCeyerS
What did you think of it?

T wes <Jjn At Erudr
5"“’“ MFfr Né&(czn Mbod

J‘A (b,g+ p (/j er ) ’}L% .
muSS Al..SCOVENS
e’ Ve, Jﬁ\?sjf e E.v\) [ M.VU/(

won e word caf)...in14.66.

How do you rate it? (1 = ow)

s

- A A &
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Fifth review:

What did you read? Book [: articie 14" Poem [] 5
Other: e
Title  shwyy .'VYJ (0w 11“\‘“”«‘ Cizake nea.. |6 hs

l

| Author

What did you think of it?

I w8 uscfull.. for. vt YedeS AL {eil.
all. abot. ,.1"@1’)?%‘,,2,‘){ Aifferenl tets.....
wiych...ba. Yeall l\ el _Fa mprote...
. ] Yeadh... abowt. \formad e avkide......

dlcrighve . cudicle... omn.d PerSuaSIs.......

l
l

How do you rate it? (1 = iow)

Sixth review:

Other:

N K Lriondd widh r-u}t'hb.‘.“(f

Author ] Peapr

What did you think of it?

b wa __naym Al a2 L efle haic
proplams_ with .‘-,utla/ .

Ehlf thl !lq,“ AI/’.A& L"\OIO.\ B
Who GT'TAqu(:( (ll alled G N

C we| ?(ﬂ"}" fo. ‘5{/4 Yesic l‘t‘} >
{lic... aua ofe.... Flat. wad nnu,j fo.).m‘wu
L'..su.‘.‘f{} sl ... 4 et ds - hcu/ubﬂd

9,

How do you rate it? (1 = ow)

1 2 3 ‘( 5
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News Reports — Close Reading

bd -
Name of newspaper: ]. r\euv§p«:uper

oclminis yraters

UfCaJ%ercofe UY_ CoNs in

Title of article:

Date of article: 22 ,‘,‘-/ 7 / 20)9

What made you read the article?

BC’(c;ufe Y wom-(’cj Yo e dnetd

Identify the 5 Ws used in the report.

rmothercore € Ster€.

Who

Where

When

What

Why

Laur/e
HovelocX

UK
Lordor

OPerec) ¢

%019 abﬂ

Oferates
79 skeveS
cglrers Hee
Ui ard Yas
92,heo

ew{”oéf“
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Learner questionnaires:

Reading Challenge Questions (1)

1. How important do you think it is to reach a good standard of
English? Circle which statement best represents your
viewpoint:

Not very important | Quite important | Very important \

I'\
.

2. What 3 things about reading are most important to you?
Please explain your choices.

3 feueS o )X

€

b concentiod
9 vewdh ety

3. Other than English which other language or languages do
you understand?

\:C Wy S\
W\\ \

4, On a scale of 1-10 (with one being the lowest), where would
you place your reading in your first language?

T 2 3 T[4 5 16 [7 T8 T9 Tio &+

Low High
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5. On a scale of 1-10, where would you place your English
reading ability today?

2 3

4

5 V.;

10

Low

High

6. What kind of material do you like to read?

new S

?‘?\C-l \. oy } N2} V\g
/ ,
L)

7. Which of these items would you choose to read? Please

state how often you would read them? You can also add
other items which you read if they are not on the list.

Type

Yes/No

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

Newspapers

v

Magazines

g

Fiction Books

Factual Books

Children’s Books

I

nstructions

Labels

Websites

v
W
Vv
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8. How do you keep up with news and current affairs?
Circle which ones you use on a regular basis from this list:

Newspaper Magazines T.V.
Internet L~ | Social Media Radio

9. What time of day suits you best for reading? E.g. at breakfast
time, lunch time, when you get home from work, in bed.

m ed

10. Do you share your reading with anyone else? Such as
children, partner, friends etc.

c\rew
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11. If you come across words that you don’t understand,
what do you do?

LA oo l¢
AS 1V (‘B ) )

Jf\’m\j,\ ¢ ke

12. What do you find hard about reading? Please explain your
answer?

j V‘ V\Lﬂ( L\‘:{\\ { Ch, \;v o "'\ "“:-‘j‘-k
1 wnod (,(LLZ{C"I'Q'J“‘LL'”{ 4] h ¢ ‘L‘"" We ¢ k

1 e €% 4

13. What do you find easy about reading? Please explain your

answer?
| MW —

Al mter e - Sde L"‘"'} ‘ "

iV k /|

AN
£, - i 1 A |'|,\_( Y b
g (: 1 (A ' A J b\
\ye(alD : :
l AN
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14. Where would you like your reading ability to be by the
end of your course, on a scale of 1-10?

Low v High

15. What 3 things will you do to achieve your goals for

reading?
a’ L')""'"l L((" VG('L.'\L;LA(;M-'%
T (V™
A% 'fCLl L','-\.‘:,‘L‘-
vealk a¥ waud
b) V€
wik 21 A )
Lulc_i‘(f}"iiw\\f\-.-'-'{ L-*t M Fea
c)

OTLA Phase 6 (English) - Creating a reading culture (Burton and South Derbyshire College) Page 45



Reading Challenge Questions (2) Review

1. Thinking about your course (ESOL), do you feel that the Reading
Challenge has helped you achieve your goals?

Q \ LAl | w
T\— R Yeadiny Wow V&Y h«‘g.“_,r it ta
Sealwn ‘1 -\uf. N

U

2. Has the Reading Challenge changed your attitude to the things
you read? Are you having a go at a wider range of reading
material?

a) Yes, | am reading lots of different things
Ug)l am starting to explore new things
¢) Nothing much has changed

3. Which new texts are you now reading?

Type

Fiction
Non-fiction
Magazines
Newspapers
Online websites
Ebooks

Audio books
Children’s books Vv
Other (please state)

A
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4. On ascale of 1-10, (where 1 is not very much and 10 is lots), how
much do you think the Challenge has helped you develop your
literacy skills?

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 4 8 9 10
Low v’ High

5. On ascale of 1-10,(where 1 is not very much and 10 is lots), how
much has joining in the Reading Challenge affected your social
confidence?

1 |2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Low | High

6. Has joining in the Reading Challenge affected your skills in the
workplace?

a) Definitely
b) A little bit
c) Not really

( c_i) | don’t work

7. Did you enjoy using Padlet and phones as a way of sharing your
views with others? Please explain.

: J I ‘ ¥ )
SWarwg wid b VIEw'S with ofhe)

YN wnen VA p

I ' S A Sljr.':’_'-" ?! & ?:ﬁ-,?f’hf(lll‘}\‘ «;;f L-f\'(_‘-r'iu\-\‘ L"'\.)‘-t\r—\' I‘}_
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8. Who have you been sharing your reading experience with?
(a) Family members (children)
b) Friends
c) No-one really

9. Has your experience with the Reading Challenge inspired others
to get reading, and who?

- : oAl “
RN | ‘ 2 [ c _l'-’ -“"‘4 Y aas /
Yf‘) vty S V¢ Y‘;‘ US CAnl I, ‘?L‘* (A b 7

_ _ (sitea € Sluadtend
it i i 1 wd G1G )

‘* 0 v .,\
g lU: [ k--{tl vi I) ".U"(?L € “.flils\t/\j

10. Did you get a chance to read aloud to someone?

>/-j;’ % L\ L'V'\L-\ '+6'9‘M:ka h’{ \'__ (én’:\.\ \I 'H,‘\lf)\ _..-.\ .-L
‘. ’ o ) {L :i
| r_’} U"I ¢ \vb'\.\‘ C’ i\t-"\l W _,‘f{_,- X (;L_LC"R‘ \ C
{,\“ A ‘J {

te wmdq Ao ot

11. Think about the last text you read. After you selected it, what

did you do?
What | did v orx
Started at the beginning and read to the end L//

Started but only got part way through

Read it all but took ages and kept returning to it
Read it all in one go

Left it so late | didn't have time to read any of it
Got distracted and didn"t read it
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16.Has reading helped your wellbeing? (Does it help you relax, do
you know where to find more health related information?)
Please explain. T yeeth o
' L 1S (_WM“"V") [‘E\‘ 4 E
YeS  Yeadh L Y
- T 5 W \v.(l, o W
ho u\.‘l‘ ! yen b ny - hsi L i

Wit chlldrew whe

WS X W

|-Q:}L~.Q

f e & o WS '_1 bl
] ! A | VG\ ID .\-j,-kc)\b ~ w -

Ve laX ".LQ}-*-- A in .3,%-"‘ X”*

17.What will be your next steps on your literacy journey? Are you
inspired to read more? Please explain.

0, L <] s : : FoaVs e
Xe> L‘v‘»b\ nex 4 SdepsS 1S Wit W\"} ow
| o b el 1St

' -L()*C:’{ o R E'\»k‘-’-tu\ }7 ’L%—l‘(.? Ve

L‘od' .[_ MH o g o
%’W’\f wok V‘”"\w(“’”} \ S \WUP‘*H K“*J_W.% 7

[ L 37

oS we

18. Would you recommend the Reading Challenge to other friends
and family members? Why? — Please explain.

¢ . (
XeD of purs ¢ |
. . , {1} A enle
K" _'_‘E._C/k 'ﬁ( F\_,;'_‘- W t:_ ? e 1‘- LS s t\-k +

W e m{?{fx{' L'Cc.";'-'JJulu.’\l ) .

R eGouS e | f w<
of were 'M{'..-rwm-;fd'

J&W\i Was=w \\ wWAo C &
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