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• Explore the ways online reading can be made more productive

• Explore inbuilt options for students working remotely

• Identify relevant Enhance supporting modules

• Understanding the reflection and badging process that provides 

you with professional feedback

• Identify further sources of support and guidance

WEBINAR OBJECTIVES

WEBINAR AIM

To explore how students can be helped to be more productive with their 

online reading.
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Chat & feedback
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People are different. The art of the possible includes...

• Listening to text

• Using text to speech tools.

• Making reading more comfortable

• By changing font size or colour contrasts.

• Improving focus and concentration

• By removing distracting clutter.

• Precising long documents

• By extracting heading and subheading lists.

GENRES OF READING SUPPORT
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Listening to text
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Word

• Recent versions: View >  

Immersive Reader

• Older versions: Add Speech via 

Quick Access Toolbar.

• Any version: Add Document 

Accessibility Toolbar.

LISTENING TO TEXT

https://www.visionaustralia.org/services/digital-access/document-accessibility-toolbar/dat-file-download
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Web pages - PC

• Edge – built in text to speech.

• Chrome or FireFox – plug ins such 

as Selection Reader.

Web pages (phone/tablet)

• Android Accessibility settings,

• iOS Accessibility settings.

• Apps – eg @Voice Aloud Reader

LISTENING TO TEXT

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/selection-reader-text-to/fdffijlhedcdiblbingmagmdnokokgbi
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.hyperionics.avar&hl=en_GB
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Any clipboard content

• Southampton AT bar

• Orato

LISTENING TO TEXT

https://www.atbar.org/download/
https://www.callscotland.org.uk/Information/text-to-speech/orato/


9

Making reading more comfortable
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Word

• View > Immersive reader.

• Change page colour.

• Switch to Web page view and 

magnify.

PDF

• Edit > Preferences > Accessibility 

> Replace document colours.

• View > Zoom > Reflow (then 

magnify the page)

MAKING READING MORE COMFORTABLE
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Web pages

• CTRL +

• Option/Settings (eg Chrome, 

FireFox, Edge, Opera).

• Plugins – eg Midnight Lizard, 

Reader View; HighContrast, 

Screenshader

MAKING READING MORE COMFORTABLE

https://midnight-lizard.org/home
https://add0n.com/chrome-reader-view.html
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/high-contrast/djcfdncoelnlbldjfhinnjlhdjlikmph
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screen-shader-smart-scree/fmlboobidmkelggdainpknloccojpppi
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Improving focus and concentration

EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION



EDUCATION & TRAINING FOUNDATION 13

Web page

• Browser plugin like Mercury 

Reader or Reader View.

• Focus/speedreading tools like 

Spreed.

IMPROVING FOCUS AND CONCENTRATION

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/mercury-reader/oknpjjbmpnndlpmnhmekjpocelpnlfdi
https://add0n.com/chrome-reader-view.html
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/spreed-speed-read-the-web/ipikiaejjblmdopojhpejjmbedhlibno
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Precising long documents
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Word

• View > Navigation pane.

PDF

• Bookmarks bar

Web page

• Headings map plug in. 

PRECISING LONG DOCUMENTS
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Self access resources
Short: Enhance training modules:

Learning benefits of text-to-speech / Bring your own device teaching strategies.

Medium:

Resource collection on supporting reading

In Depth:

Future Teacher webinar and accompanying resources on Strategies to Support 

Reading… (or join webinar re-run with new case studies on 29th April at 13:00)

FURTHER LINKS

https://enhance.etfoundation.co.uk/modules/1052/learning-benefits-of-text-to-speech
https://enhance.etfoundation.co.uk/modules/1051/bring-your-own-device-byod-teaching-strategies
https://www.learningapps.co.uk/moodle/xertetoolkits/play.php?template_id=1402#page1
https://xot.futureteacher.eu/play.php?template_id=4#reading
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/vJAoc-qhpzwi9T1QB1Rm_e9guKr5jAvgYA
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ENHANCE DIGITAL TEACHING PLATFORM – ACCESSIBILITY  IN A 
DIGITAL CONTEXT



DIGITAL TEACHING PROFESSIONAL FRAMEWORK 

(DTPF)
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SUPPORTING RESOURCES
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EnhanceDTP Modules: Accessibility Exploring the benefits of text to speech

Creating inclusive content: Principles

Creating inclusive content: Practice

Supporting special learning needs

What is assistive technology

EnhanceDTP Modules: Dealing with difference and 

diversity

Technology, personalisation and effective learning

The ETF’s Send Exhibition Website Teaching and Learning: Making technology work for 

you resources

Teaching and Learning, Specific needs and wellbeing 

page



20

EMBED LEARNING

Similar process across stages



WHY? 1
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You do...

• Practice

• Reflection

• Metacognition

• Growth 

mindset.



WHY? 2
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You get...

• Supportive 

feedback.

• Caveats and 

suggestions.
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SEEING OTHERS' REFLECTIONS AND RESOURCES
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WHAT NEXT? WEBINARS

Delivering through a virtual classroom

How can you make a virtual classroom work in 

practice? We’ll explore tools and pedagogical 

approaches.

Adapting content quickly to 

deliver online

Adding audio or video to PowerPoint. Using tools 

like Nearpod together with Zoom to deliver a 

structured but interactive lesson.

Supporting learners in VLEs

Find out how to use tools commonly available within 

VLEs to provide support for those learning 

independently online.

Engaging learners in VLES

We’ll explore how we can use the tools within VLEs 

to motivate and engage learners suddenly faced 

with learning independently.

Making webinars more inclusive

As we move learning online, it becomes vital to 

understand both the benefits and the barriers of 

webinar-based lessons. This webinar explores 

some of the common issues and suggest ways to 

minimise their impact.

Supporting learners with online reading skills

There are multiple causes for literacy difficulties, but 

whatever the cause, students working in isolation 

via online learning are more vulnerable to 

discouragement and failure. This webinar explores 

how technology offers many ways of supporting 

learners with their online reading skills. 



REVIEW AND FEEDBACK



• Explore the ways online reading can be made more productive

• Explore inbuilt options for students working remotely

• Identify relevant Enhance supporting modules

• Understanding the reflection and badging process that provides 

you with professional feedback

• Identify further sources of support and guidance

WEBINAR OBJECTIVES

WEBINAR AIM

To explore how students can be helped to be more productive with their 

online reading.
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