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Entry 2: Reading
Module: Health and safety
Module aims

Main aim
We are learning about health and safety signs we see at work.
Other learning aims
We are learning:

· The meaning of the shapes and colours of safety signs
· The meaning of blue and white safety signs
· The meaning of red and white safety signs
· The meaning of yellow and black hazard signs
· The meaning of road safety signs

Module: Health and safety
Aim: We are learning what health and safety signs mean.
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There are different kinds of safety signs.

	
	Blue circles tell you what you must do.
They are called mandatory signs.
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	Red circles with a line tell you what you must not do.
They are called prohibitive signs.

	
	Black and Yellow triangles tell you to be careful.  

They are called warning signs.

	
	Green and white squares or rectangles give you information about first aid, fire escape or safe conditions.

	
	Red squares or rectangles give you information about fire equipment.


Road traffic signs are different.

Task 1: Shapes and colours
What does the colour of the sign mean? Draw a line to match the colour to the meaning. The first one is an example.
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	warning
	
	fire equipment
	
	you must do something
	
	you must not do or use something
	
	first aid, fire escape or safe condition


Blue signs
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	This sign tells you something. It shows there is something you must read. The signs tells you what you must do.
	This signs shows that pedestrians must use this path or walkway.
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	This sign points left. It means that you must keep left.
	This sign shows that this is a parking area.


Look at these signs:
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	This sign tells you that you must lift things in the right way.

Lift correctly is an order.

It means the same as:

You must lift correctly.
	This sign means that you must keep the area clear.

Roads or walkways that are used a lot must not be blocked.
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	This sign says that drivers and passengers must wear seat belts.
	This sign means the same as:

You must wear hi-visibility clothes.
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	Some signs don’t have any instructions. This one means that you must use a guard.
	This sign tells you that you must sound your horn.


Task 2: Test yourself

Can you find these signs at work? What do you think they mean? Put a ( in the right box. The first one is an example.

Blue signs mean:
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	(
you must do something

	
	(
warning

	
	(
you must not do something

	
	(
a fire exit


This sign means:
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	(
heavy boxes around

	
	(
watch your step

	
	(
lift carefully

	
	(
storage area


This sign means:
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	(
use a guard

	
	(
sound your horn

	
	(
warning - dusty area

	
	(
no loud noises


This sign means:
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	(
you can’t sit here

	
	(
passengers only

	
	(
wear a seatbelt if you want to

	
	(
you must wear a seatbelt


Red and white signs

Red and white signs show what you must not do.  Look out for signs and make sure you know what they mean.
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	No

Sometimes signs say:

No parking

No smoking
No running
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	This is another way to say:

You must not smoke here.

You must not park here.
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	Some signs use the word: prohibited.

If something is prohibited, you cannot use it.

This sign means:

You cannot use a mobile phone.
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	This sign is telling you about something you cannot use.  

It means that you must not drink the water from this tap.

Remember some signs leave words out.

It could say:

This is not drinking water.
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	These signs have the same picture. They mean different things.

Staff only means that only people who work there can go in.

No entry means that no one can go in.


Task 3: Test yourself

Can you find these signs at work? What do they mean? The first one is an example. 
Red and white signs mean:
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	(
warning – take care

	
	(
you must do or use something

	
	(
you must not do or use something

	
	(
first aid or safe condition


This sign means:
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	(
smoking area

	
	(
no smoking

	
	(
you can smoke

	
	(
smokers only


This sign means:
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	(
no mobile phones

	
	(
mobile phone area

	
	(
warning – people using phones

	
	(
emergency phone here


This sign means:
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	(
fresh drinking water

	
	(
water tap here

	
	(
not drinking water

	
	(
take care – running water


This sign means:
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	(
exercise area

	
	(
no eating

	
	(
fire route

	
	(
no running


Black and yellow signs

Black and yellow signs and triangles are hazard signs.
	[image: image30.png]



	Black and yellow signs are warning signs. They tell you to be careful.
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	Warning signs may say Caution, Danger or Warning.

They all mean that you must be careful.
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	You might see this sign if the floor is wet. It tells you to take care. You could slip.
	This sign tells you to take care. You could trip over something.
	This sign tells you that there is something that could catch fire easily.  You must take care.

	These signs tell you why you must be careful.


Task 4: Test yourself

Can you find these signs at work? What do they mean? The first one is an example.

When you see a black and yellow sign, it means:
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	(
you must not do something

	
	(
you must do something

	
	(
hazard or danger

	
	(
safe condition


This signs means:
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	(
you must not run

	
	(
careful – you may trip

	
	(
fire route this way

	
	(
you may use these steps


This signs means:
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	(
take care – slippery surface

	
	(
you must not run

	
	(
wear your safety shoes

	
	(
staff rest area


This signs means:
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	(
no smoking

	
	(
fire equipment

	
	(
fire escape route

	
	(
danger – fire risk


Traffic signs

The colours and shapes of road signs have different meanings.
Circles give orders:
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	you must
	you must not


	Triangles warn:
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	Rectangles inform – they give you information:

	 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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	Blue rectangles are used for information signs except on motorways where blue is used for direction signs.
	Green rectangles are used for direction signs on primary routes.


	White rectangles are used for direction signs on non-primary routes.
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	Primary routes are main roads between large towns and cities. They are also called A roads. They have numbers starting with the letter A. Non-primary routes are called B roads. They have numbers starting with the letter B. Roads with no numbers are also non-primary routes.
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	Primary route

Non-primary  route or minor road


Task 5: Test yourself

Can you say what these signs mean? 

Write: 

I for information
W for warning signs 
O for signs that order you to do something
N for a sign that tells you not to do something 

The first one is an example.
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	N
	
	

	[image: image50.png]



	[image: image51.png]



	[image: image52.png]
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Task 6: Word grid

Here are some of the signs and shapes. Write their names or what they tell you in the grid. There are some letters in the grid to help you.
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How did you get on?

Module 3: Health and safety answers

Task 1 answers
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	square
	
	triangle
	
	circle
	
	rectangle
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	you must 
	
	first aid, or safe conditions
	
	take care
	
	you must not 
	
	fire equipment



[image: image71]
Task 2 answers

Blue signs mean:
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	(
you must do something

	
	(
warning

	
	(
you must not do something

	
	(
a fire exit


This sign means:
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	(
heavy boxes around

	
	(
watch your step

	
	(
lift carefully

	
	(
storage area


This sign means:
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	(
use a guard

	
	(
sound your horn

	
	(
warning - dusty area

	
	(
no loud noises


This sign means:
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	(
you can’t sit here

	
	(
passengers only

	
	(
wear a seatbelt if you want to

	
	(
you must wear a seatbelt


Task 3 answers
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	(
warning – take care

	
	(
you must do or use something

	
	(
you must not do or use something

	
	(
first aid or safe condition


This sign means:
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	(
smoking area

	
	(
no smoking

	
	(
you can smoke

	
	(
smokers only


This sign means:
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	(
no mobile phones

	
	(
mobile phone area

	
	(
warning – people using phones

	
	(
emergency phone here


This sign means:
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	(
fresh drinking water

	
	(
water tap here

	
	(
not drinking water

	
	(
take care – running water


This sign means:
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	(
exercise area

	
	(
no eating

	
	(
fire route

	
	(
no running


Task 4 answers

When you see a black and yellow sign, it means:
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	(
you must not do something

	
	(
you must do something

	
	(
hazard or danger

	
	(
safe condition


This signs means:
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	(
you must not run

	
	(
careful – you may trip

	
	(
fire route this way

	
	(
you may use these steps


This signs means:
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	(
take care – slippery surface

	
	(
you must not run

	
	(
wear your safety shoes

	
	(
staff rest area


This signs means:
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	(
no smoking

	
	(
fire equipment

	
	(
fire escape route

	
	(
danger – fire risk


Task 5 answers
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	N - No right turn
	W Be careful – slippery road
	O  Buses and cycles only
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	W  Road works ahead
	I   Parking ahead
	N No cyclists
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	N Don’t drive more than 30 miles per hour (mph)
	W  Uneven surface
	I and O Drive one way only
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	W  Not suitable for vehicles higher than 4.4 metres.
	I
	N   No entry
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There are a few signs which are different. This is to help drivers to see them more easily.

Task 6 answers
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�Transport











Blue signs show what you must do.


Blue signs show what you�must use.








They are mandatory signs because you must do what they show.


They are mandatory signs because you must use what they show.








When you see red and white signs, you may see these words on the sign.





no          not





This means you must not do or use something.
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