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	Working in Graphic Design and Printing
Graphic design and printing is applied to everything visual: from road signs to technical diagrams, from greeting cards to packaging and reference manuals. [insert contextual comment – employment opportunities in area/industry in area]
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	Graphic design and printing appear everywhere in our day-to-day lives. Design and print can help to sell a product or idea. They are applied to products as well as parts of a company’s identity, such as logos, colours, packaging and text, as part of “branding”. Graphic design is also applied to layout, formatting, illustrations and charts, for example textbooks are designed to present subjects, such as geography, science and maths, and have layouts that make it easy to understand theories and often use diagrams. From scientific journals to news reporting, the presentation of opinion and facts in print is often improved with graphics and presentation of visual information - known as information design.


Newspapers, magazines, blogs, television and film documentaries all use graphic design and printing.
They are used in the entertainment industry in decoration, scenery and visual story telling. Other examples of design and print for entertainment purposes include novels, comic books, CD and DVD covers, opening and closing credits in films, theatre programmes and stage props. It can also include artwork used to print on T-shirts, tea towels, mugs and other items screen printed with a design for sale. Besides technology skills, graphic design and print require accurate judgement and creativity.Skills and requirements
· Work ethic based on workshop and design industry expectations
· Good application of IT knowledge and skills
· Ability to follow aural instructions and demonstration on how to use IT hardware
· Familiarity with Coral Draw and other design software packages
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Creativity and good problem-solving skills
· Good design awareness and capabilities
· Attention to detail
· Ability to work independently and under supervision
· Ability to check quality of own work at various stages of development
· Ability to follow correct procedures for turning off equipment and reporting faults
· Responsibility for own personal safety and that of others in the work area
· Responsibility for keeping own work area clean, tidy and safe


	Working in prison workshops will give you the opportunity to experience this type of work. By gaining these essential skills, you will be able to demonstrate productivity, team working and a good work ethic.  

	
You can expect to spend long periods of time seated whilst working on ideas and using computers. Workplace assessments will be carried out to ensure you are working safely and not harming yourself.


	
Communication

· Speaking
Technical words
Informative
Descriptive
Formal and
Informal speech
· Listening
· Reading
· Writing
· Body language
· Facial expressions
· Hand gestures

	
· Report for work on time showing interest and a desire to work
· Read and demonstrate understanding of health and safety booklets
· Answer oral questions to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of tasks
· Complete assessment test on a computer
· Read instructional handbooks and manuals for IT software
· Process applications from the wings
· Be clear about the design specifications for each job
· Communicate information so that the meaning is clear
· Complete all documentation accurately, particularly customer orders
· Follow written and spoken instructions for production schedules
· Talk and actively listen to managers, customers and team members, politely and courteously
· Check quality and accuracy of work prior to dispatch to customers
· Report health and safety risks in the workplace
· Report faults in an appropriate manner to your tutor or instructor

	
Calculation 

· Maths
Adding up numbers
Mental arithmetic
· Problem solving
Working out how
	
· Recognise and use familiar measures, length, width, height, cost
· Set up IT hardware and software to create designs
· Apply creativity and good problem solving skills
· Organise and prioritise jobs according to timescales
· Develop procedures for tracking work in progress
· Accurately measure spaces between items of text and illustrations
· Create designs for a range of layout options
· Measure and ensure items are square prior to applying printing processes
· Measure and cut a range of boards for mounting and presenting printed work
· Record costs of production to estimate costs for items produced
· Pay attention to detail even when tasks are repetitive
· Check quality of own work prior to signing off or sending to next stage in the process

	
A good level of IT skills is required to apply for a workshop place in the Printing workshops. 
You will be required to be assessed at Level 1 for both English and maths before being considered. 
You will be trained and become experienced in basic graphic design and printing techniques.



Possible progression routes: 
· Run your own business as a freelance Graphic Designer, Printer or Illustrator.
· Work as a technician or designer within a small design team or as a designer in a large design company.
· There are also opportunities for work allocators and estimators within the business.
Potential local employers include:
[insert relevant local employers here]


	
Vocational qualifications/Certificates linked to Graphic Design and Printing:

	· City and Guilds Creative Techniques 7113
· Art and Design 2D 7156
· City and Guilds Desktop Publishing Level 1 8983-11 and Level 2 8983-12 
· Level 2 and 3 Print NVQ and Printing and graphic communications NVQ

	· NCFE Level 2 Certificate in Creative Studies – Graphics (Level 2 Technical Award in Graphic Design from September 2017)
· ABC Level 3 Awards in Desktop Publishing   Creative Design Apprenticeships
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