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	Working in Horticulture and Amenities
The total value of output for the horticulture and amenities industry in the UK is estimated at £9 billion per annum. It provides regular employment for over [ ] people, [ ]% of jobs, in [insert region].
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Horticulture sustains many additional jobs in industries such as fertiliser and compost production and in supply chain industries such as food packing and processing. Horticulturists are responsible for the cultivation of the vegetable, fruit and salad crops that make such an important contribution to the quality of our diet, and the flowers, bulbs, shrubs and trees that enrich our environment. Horticulturists run the garden centres and nurseries that supply millions of gardeners with the plants for what is the most popular pastime. Horticulturists maintain the parks and open spaces in our towns and cities, providing much needed space away from the pressures of urban living. 
[insert area] is the UK’s largest food producing region [edit for relevance to area]. Approximately 85% of the sector is managed within small and medium sized enterprises, with a high proportion of micro businesses. In the [insert area] region [ ]% of land-based businesses employ less than 10 people. Many of the jobs are in rural areas. You will usually work a 40-hour week, although some jobs are seasonal with longer hours during the summer. You may need to work weekends and evenings, particularly in garden centres and in all weathers. The work is physically demanding, involving bending, lifting and carrying.Skills and requirements
· Must be assessed at Level 1 for English and maths
· Good practical skills and attention to detail
· Work independently as well as under supervision
· Sowing seeds, planting bulbs and ornamental plants
· Growing plants from cuttings and by grafting
· Taking care of plants - watering, weeding, pruning, feeding and spraying
· Mowing grass, cutting dead growth and branches, and general tidying
· Laying paths and looking after ornamental features
· Picking, sorting and packaging produce to be sent to retailers
· Selling plants and other products
· Advising customers in a garden centre
· Take responsibility for own personal safety and that of others in the work areas
· Responsible for keeping own work area clean, tidy and safe


	Working in the garden parties will give you the opportunity to experience this type of work. By gaining these essential skills, you will be able to demonstrate productivity, team working and a good work ethic.  

	The skill and dedication of the horticulturists who prepare and manage our sports pitches, golf courses, and bowling greens, means that far more sport at all levels is possible and we are all much healthier for the increased enjoyment and exercise.

	
Communication

· Speaking
Technical words
Informative
Descriptive
Formal and
Informal speech
· Listening
· Reading
· Writing
· Body language
· Facial expressions
· Hand gestures

	
· Report for work on time showing interest and a desire to work
· Read and demonstrate understanding of health and safety procedures
· Answer oral questions to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of tasks
· Report health and safety risks in the workplace
· Complete all documentation clearly, especially customer orders
· Record stock items and quantities accurately
· Follow written and spoken instructions on how to complete tasks
· Read plant labels for planting and growing instructions
· Demonstrate understanding to operate equipment safely and complete tasks
· Communicate information so that the meaning is clear
· Ensure work is completed within timescales and to the required standard
· Follow a set of instructions or diagrams to complete a planting or garden feature design
· Talk clearly and actively listen to managers, customers and team members.
· Be polite and courteous to customers, clients and colleagues
· Report faults in an appropriate manner to your tutor or instructor


	
Calculation 

· Maths
Adding up numbers
Mental arithmetic
· Problem solving
Working out how
	
· Recognise and use familiar measures, time, weight, temperature, volume, capacity, mass and area
· Measure out compost quantities for seed trays and growing beds
· Estimate the number of seeds required for specific areas, based on size and variety
· Accurately measure planting areas to design planting based on ground coverage and height
· Calculate the number of plants or bulbs required for borders and containers
· Estimate pot sizes and volumes of compost when potting on seedlings
· Carry out soil testing to establish PH levels
· Use conversion rates to calculate volumes of fertiliser and feed chemicals
· Measure watering rates and times for a variety of purposes
· Set cutting and mowing equipment to appropriate heights
· Apply good problem solving skills
· Pay attention to detail even when tasks are repetitive
· Check quality of own work


	No previous experience or skills are required to apply for a place in the Horticulture and amenities. However, you need to have been assessed at Level 1 for both English and maths before being considered. You will be trained and become qualified in basic horticulture techniques and how to work safety. All units have both a theory and practical element. 


	

	Possible progression routes: you may work in
Garden centres - producing plants for public sale.
Parks and gardens - looking after areas like private or public parks, gardens and green spaces.
Production horticulture - researching seed and plant development, and producing plants for the food, gardening and floristry industries.

Potential local employers include:
[insert relevant local employers]
Being self-employed running your own business. Ask about availability of courses on self-employment.


	[bookmark: _GoBack]Vocational qualifications linked to Horticulture and Amenities available at [insert prison and ensure accurate for specific prison]:

	NPTC Brush cutting and lawn mowers                                             Open University and Distance Learning

Other City and Guilds qualifications that may be available on transfer or release:
Horticulture 0078		Gardening 0082			Practical Horticulture Skills 7573
Work-based Horticulture Levels 1 and 2				Certificates in Land Based Services
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